
PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY

EDUCATION

CORE COMPETENCIES

TECHNICAL SKILLS

INTERESTS

Creative leader with 10+ years shaping brand identities and human-centered 
storytelling across industries including nonprofit, blue collar, and ecommerce. 
Equally at home pitching bold ideas in workshops or rolling up my sleeves as 
a hands-on creator, I thrive on building stories that resonate and endure. My 
work spans rebranding an NBA player, art directing fashion shoots, and directing 
commercial video, developing a versatile creative practice rooted in empathy and 
craft. Known as a mentor and culture-builder, I lead by supporting and empowering 
teams to thrive. Always learning, I believe the best ideas grow from listening, 
collaboration, and fearless curiosity, and I am seeking opportunities to lead and 
produce high-quality creative with teams to craft brand narratives that truly connect.
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NEIL SHASTRI
Consulting Creative Director
Art Director & Senior Designer

neil@neilshastri.design

linkedin.com/in/neil-shastri/
neiljshastri

Campaign Ideation & Storytelling
Brand Discovery & Strategy Workshops
Visual Identity Systems
Motion Design & Video Production
Photography & Art Direction
Client Pitches & Presentations
Budget-Aware Creative Solutions
Creative Process Optimization
Cross-Functional Collaboration
Mentorship & Servant Leadership
Culture-Building & Team Engagement

Design & Motion: Adobe Creative 
Suite, Figma, Procreate

Tools & Ops: Monday, Asana, 
ClickUp, Google Suite, Microsoft Suite

AI & Emerging Tech: Midjourney, 
DALL·E, ChatGPT, Runway

Photography
Event Production
Travel & Culture
Film & TV Direction/Screenwriting
Performing Arts & Live Music
Improv & Stand Up Comedy

314-346-7571
St. Paul, MN 55119

www.neilshastri.design

Savannah College of Art & Design

Sept 2010 - June 2014
Savannah, GA

BFA Visual Effects

WORK EXPERIENCE

Lead creative ideation and campaign concepting, diving into research and 
brainstorms to develop bold, culture-relevant stories.

Directed high-visibility projects including the LAX Airport social relaunch and 
NBA player Jabari Smith Jr.’s personal rebrand, delivering distinctive visual 
systems and narratives.

Art directed luxury fashion shoots and commercial video with professional 
crews, ensuring on-brand storytelling across mediums.

Facilitate brand discovery & messaging workshops, collaborating with content 
strategists & copywriters to translate insights into creative direction.

Integrate emerging AI tools into workflows to accelerate ideation and 
mentored junior to mid-level creatives on adopting new tech.

Partner with startup agencies to establish efficient creative SOPs, 
streamlining workflows and improving delivery quality.

Mentor and direct agency and contract designers while rolling up sleeves as 
lead designer on identity, web, and ad campaign projects when needed.

Scope creative services that maximize impact within budgetary requirements, 
ensuring quality storytelling regardless of spend.

Freelance Consulting Creative Director / Art Director / Sr. Designer
Remote, St. Paul, MN   |   September 2024 - Present

Partnered with VP of Creative, strategists, and copywriters to facilitate brand 
discovery workshops, translating insights into campaign narratives and visual 
systems.

Served as lead client-facing creative, building presentations that merged data 
insights and storytelling to pitch bold multi-platform campaigns.

Directed web projects for clients including Jellyvision and the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce, balancing creative quality with scope and budgets.

Applied brand archetypes and cultural psychology to anchor campaign 
narratives, leading brainstorms that empowered teams to elevate creative

Integrated AI into workflows to vision-cast branding concepts and mentored 
junior creatives to embrace emerging tools, sharpening their craft & process.

Marketwake - Senior Designer
Atlanta, GA   |   April 2023 - September 2024
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Sept 2010 - June 2014
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WORK EXPERIENCE (CONT.)

Designed and facilitated brand discovery workshops, uncovering client 
goals, legacy, and pain points, and translating them into actionable creative 
strategies.

Led brand strategy, paid media, and ecommerce/B2C web design for clients 
including Maggiano’s, Old Whaling Co, and Poppy Handcrafted Popcorn.

Attended Maggiano’s HQ brand workshop in Dallas, synthesizing insights into 
creative briefs & presentations that aligned storytelling with budget realities.

Recognized as Top Core Value Employee in Acadia’s inaugural awards, for 
fostering internal culture, welcoming new employees, and connecting teams 
cross-functionally.

Mentored junior creatives to promotion, strengthening their process 
understanding and client impact.

Balanced design execution with strategic consulting, ensuring creative 
resonated with audiences without exceeding scope or spend.

Led internal branding initiatives and developed an onboarding process for 
junior designers, promoting team cohesion and efficiency.

Hosted weekly creative workshops to share inspiration, troubleshoot 
challenges, and build camaraderie across the design team.

Acadia // Nicely Built - Senior Designer
Atlanta, GA   |   March 2020 - February 2023 (Nicely Built acquired into Acadia June 2021)

Directed and produced a humorous commercial spot for a blue-collar client 
with a professional ATL-based crew and SAG-AFTRA actor, boosting revenue 
and leading to additional projects.

Delivered award-level branding and video for blue-collar businesses with 
limited budgets, collaborating with in-house and overseas teams to scale 
quality to client affordability.

Served as lead client-facing creative, pitching concepts that tied storytelling 
to marketing goals and measurable ROI.

Established creative SOPs, onboarding and mentoring designers to 
strengthen process, collaboration, and output.

Harbinger Marketing - Art Director
Tyrone, GA   |   August 2018 - March 2020

Designed show logos, t-shirts & campaign creative that captured the unique 
story of each theatrical production, resonating with audiences & donors.

Directed commercial video content for theatrical campaigns, collaborating 
with performers and film crews to create engaging, story-driven narratives.

Pitched branded show creative directly to executive producers, ensuring 
visual identities aligned with each show’s narrative.

Produced branded merchandise that increased sales by 40% in year one and 
supported a $100M capital campaign.

Delivered creative within the realities of a nonprofit budget, maintaining 
storytelling integrity while honoring the institution’s century-old legacy.

The Muny Theatre - Multi-Media Designer
St. Louis, MO   |   June 2012 - August 2018


